Saturdap, 


| Think I have clear’d up the firft of my four Pro- 
| Politions, (Viz.) That the Spaniards can meither 
‘Support their Home Trade, or Supply their Foreign 
de. by any other Commerce in the World, than that 
Great Britain. 
proceed to the fecond General ; which, I believe, 
Mall make as clear as the other; (Viz.) That the 
ench, or any otber Nation; are not able to rival us, 
40 make any Encroachment upon us, in the Spanith 
ade, by all that they are able 10 do in the Woollen 
anufatures. 

Betore I give my Reafons againft a Notion that 
§ fo generally poffeis’d the Heads of all Parties, 
t+) OF Fordigners faling into our Manufatures ; 
d in which; Y muf Oppofe, as it were, a Torrent 
general Opinion: It feems neceflary to Obferve 
WwW, and in what manner our feveral Parties have, 
their turn, with no want of Ignorance, or of fome- 
ing worfe, made this Argument ferve their Caufe, 
it has been turn’d this way and that way, to make 
cir other Pretences popular: I°l/ name a ke 
The Author of the Conduét of the Alies began the 
t general Complaint, of this kind, in his Excla- 
ations againft the Treaty of Barrier; where he 
Ms us, radévuloufly enough, That the Dusch would 
courage the Trading Cities of the Flemings to I sed 
to our Manufattures ;.and the giving the Dutch {uch 
sommand of the Trade ‘in Flanders, asby that Bar- 
sr was granted, they would foon bring that In- 
trious People to rival us in our Woollen Manula- 
ires, and worm us out of our Trade, 

But it would be endlefs to quote the Authors who 
we, fince that, {pent their Vollies of Hail fhot upon 
e Not‘on of the French being fupply’d with the 
anifh Wooll, and thereby applying themielves to 
aking Woollen Manufaétures, and quite take from 
‘the Trade to the Spanifh Weff-Indies. 

It is but a few Days ago, that one of our News- 
rriters tells us, from the Hague, That the Dutch 
lerchants, who uled to fend great quantities of En- 
bh Manufaétures to Liege ©. have received Or- 
rs from their Correfpondents there, to fend no 
ore, for that they are fupply’d much cheaper ee 
rance: All thefe things are equally forged and ab- 


rd, as I doubt not to prove, in a manner patt 
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Contradi@ion. That therefore thefe things may, 
once for all, be fet ina clear Light, and People on 


both fides be no more impofed upon by wild Notions 


and Bug-bears, which are drefs’d up to fright thofe 
that know no better; I fhall, without refle@ing 
on the refpective Defigns of thofe who do thus, and 
the Ends they ferve by it, enquire Impartially, how 
far Foreign Nations have Encroached, or can En- 
croach upon our Woollen Manufadures; and what 
Injury they are able to do us by it, in any branch 
of our Trade, as well to Spain as elfewhere : And if 
in this Impartial Enquiry, the Fallacy, and perbaps 
the Knavery, of what others have faid fhould appear, 
the Fault will not be mine, but theirs, and my Ar- 
gument will be undeniably proved. 

1. Jt is as well known, to the honour of this Jfland, 
and in Praife of God’s Goodnefs to us Exclusively, 
That the Woollen Manufa@ures, generally fo calPd, 
and on which the Grofs of the Merchandife of Eu- 
rope is formed, 1S OURS. 

2. It is evident, that it becomes our Property 
not at all by any Excellence originally in our Cli- 
mate, our Water, our People, our Ingenuity, our 
Induftry, as fome have fuggelted, or any thing elfe, 
but OUR WOOL. In lels than 300 Year, if we 
look back, we fhall find we knew nothing of Cloath- 
ing, of Spinning, of Weaving, of Dying, of Dref- 
fing ; we could not fo much as make our own Cloths, 
or Hangings, or Curtains; but tho’ God had blefs’d 
us with the Materials rhen, as ell as gow, yet we 
left the Manufa@uring Part to the Induftry and In- 
genuity of the Flemings and Dutch; we fold them 
our Wooll, and like a Nation of ignorant Fools, or 
flothful Drones, take: it rbich way you pleafe, we 
laid out all the Money again with them, for che 
Manufaaures we watned for our own wearing: Nor 
would all the Money we took of them, for the Wooll 
of England, pay for the Cloaths,Ge. that we bought of 
them, but our Lead, our Tinn, and our Corm went into 
the Bargain: So that in the Days. of Edw, IL. it is 
Recorded in our Hiftories, That we Barter’d Year- 
ly with thofe Induftrious People, to the Value of 
fix Millions Sterling; whether that be true or ro, 
I do not affirm 3 but without doubt, the Quantity was 
prodigious great. Mr. Cambdca in his Hittory of 

: ‘Queen 


faggeft, that the ret of their Argument is 


Queen Elizabeth fays, We Traded with them then 
for 12 Millions of Guilders. 

That this Trade was the original of the Wealth 
of the Low Countries, and particularly of their be- 
ing generelly fo prodigioufly Populous, is too plain to 
need any Difcourfe about it. . 

At laft our Kings, made Wife by Experience, and 
finding bow Rich and Powerful other Nations grew, by 
what we gave them, began to confider that all that 
Wealth might be their own; and that if the Staple 
of our Wooll made other whole Nations Rich, it 
mutt of neceffity make their own Rich, sf kept at 
Home. Upon this wife Maxim, they: firft encou- 
raged their own People to fet about Manufacturing 
at Home; which, the People {oon findin 
##, was fo willingly embrac’d by the ila Nation, 
that at lat Hen, VIL, entirely prchibited fending any 
Wool abroad, upon moft fevere Penalties. 

What now was the Confequence ot this Abroad ? 

For that is the Queftion which relases to the Cafe before 
wm. The Effect was plain, The Trade of Flanders 
was entirely ruin’d; for the whole World being not 
able to fupply the Wooll, and it being not poffible to 
make thofe Bricks without this Straw, the Woollen 
Manufaéture funk gradually ; til] at laft ic was en- 
tirely extinguifh’d from among them; and, as before, 
we bought our Manufa@ures there; fo ever fice, 
they who were the only Makers, that {upply’d the 
whole World, are fain to buy, even their own wear- 
ing Apparel, fromus, — 

Will any Man fay, That if the Dutch and Fle« 
mings, who were then but one People, and who are 
allow’d to be*the moft Induftrious People in the World, 

_ could poffibly have carried on this Trade without our 
Wooll; they would not have done it then, when they 
were Mafters of the Work, when our People were 

young in it, unacquainted with it, and not able to 
perform it, either fo cheap, or fo well? But Time 
and Experience thew’d them, it was impoffible no 
Wooll but the Englifh would do it; all the World 
could not furnith them, and England would not: 
Bow now fhould this Nation, who could not keep 
the Manufaéure when they had it, for meer defici- 

_eny of the Wooll, recover it again, after they have 
loft it, the fame deficiency of Wooll remajning ? 1 think 
the Abfurdity is plain, I need fay‘no more to it, 

The next Article is France, which is now repre. 
fented, tho’ with equal Fallacy, as capable to rival us in 
our Woollen Manufaaures. Now before I enter tar 
into this Argument, I muft clear a Point as I go, 
(»iz.) That there are two ways by which both 
France and Flanders are fupply’d with Wooll at this 
time, and by no other; from whence fome would 
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the fweet of That without our Wooll, they cannot hurt us; 


(viz.) That the French will ruin our Trade; fe 
EnglifbW ooll by Clandeftine Exportation frem, e} 
and. Speni{h Wooll, by free Exportation from Bi 
How able thefe two Articles are to anfwe 
Quantities required, in what is fuggefted, will ; FI 
pear in the Sequel of this Difcourfe, and fhall be a 
ways Noted as Igo on. a 

‘As to exporting Britifh Wooll to France or 
land, three Chanels have generally convey’d it over 
two I believe are pretty well ftopt, and the thi 
may be ftopt, if carefully enquired into ; but if thes 
were allopen, it neither Argues one way or other : 
gainft me, but abundantly confirms what I fay, (vig4 


we cannot keep our Woall fram them, that 
ther Cafe quite; and when that appears I'll ; 
knowlege we mut be ruin’d, and Difpute it m 
longer: But it will be hard to Convince me that 
cannot help our Wooll going abroad in fuch a Qua 
tity. 
The three Out-lets, at which our Wooll went: 
broad, were thefe. aa 
1» Rumney Marfh, and the iCoaft of Kent, whe: 
tho’ fome fmall Quantity yet Efcapes; yet every be 
dy, that knows the Country, and the Meafures nox 
taken, fince the laft A& of Parliament to preven! i 
knows, that the Owling-Trede is in a manner fuppret 
at lea, comparing the Quantity to what went 
formerly from thence, 4 
2. Scotland,From whence, before the Union there ws 
an uninterrupted, current Exportation of Wooll t 
France, the Baltick, and every where elle,where the 
could find aMarket ; and by which means,greatQ 
tities of <- Woall alfo were carried abroad, w 
it ‘was impoflible.to prevent; But this Trade al 
entirely ftop’d by the Union ; and that it w fo, is 
vident from the Swedes and Prufians, who were falle 
into a Trade of Manufacturing courfe Cloaths fa 
themfelyes, with Wooll from Scotland; but, upon th 
Stop of the Scots Wool, are obliged to leave ito 
and buy thofe Goods again from us, Rt 
3. Ireland : This indeed is the Back-Door, which 
ftill too qpen ; and from whence fo much Weoll is da| 
ly fent abroad to France, as is very detrimental ¢ 
the Englifh Trade; but not enough neither, to ma 
good whag our prefent Argument fpeaks of. tf 
I fhall inthe courfé of this Article,examine how fa 
thefeSupplies may enable France or Flanders to rival 
Trade, and whether they can be made able to Su 
themfelves with Manufadures by this Means or mi 
ot by any other; andifnot, we fhall foon fee if’ 
be probable that they can fupply other Countries, 
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